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Allied Plan Wins on Somme, According to British Generals
Effects Felt East and
South, Officers Claim
(J rent Onslaught Not Intended to Break Through Lines

in West, but lias Saved Voi'dun and Made Possible
Russian and Italian Successes and Balkan Attack by
Keeping Best Teuton Troops Occupied, Correspondent
Is Told.

RIDICULE ENEMY'S CLAIM OF VICTORY

17,000,000 Shells Fired in First Five Weeks, British ami
French Lose 250,000 Men and (iernians Fnm 80,000
to 12"),000, Balderston Estimates From Data Furnished
Him by Headquarters Staff of English Army.

(By JOHN L. BALDKRSTON.)
(Copyright, l!)lt!, bv The MoClure Newspaper Syndicate.)

ON TilE SOM.MK FKONT, Aur. 5, After iiispeetiiig the posi-

tions on tho Somme and discussing the situation with staff officers
of t he allied armies, I have gathered that the first phase of the of
fensive of 1916 is drawing toward a close. With the object of pre-- !

Renting a general view of the situation and of the results achieved.
in the tremendous battle as seen from this side, I have drawn the
attention of generals and their assistants, wherever possible, to the
widespread Oerinan claims that the allies have failed and that the
German armies, by preventing a break-throug- h here, have won:
a great victory.

Has the allied attack failed f If it has, if no important results
have been or will bo achieved on the Somme, the failure of General
Sir Henry Hawlinson and General Foch, in whose hands, under the
supervision of Generals lfaig and Joffre, the campaign has rested,!
is almost without precedent in this war. For the effort made has!
been tremendous, dwarfing every other allied attack of the war,
eclipsing even the German onslaught upon Verdun. And the price1
in blood has been appalling in the first six weeks of the attack
not less than a quarter of a million Britons and Frenchmen were
shot down, and the nature of the battle makes it certain that the
German loss must be very much smaller,

flcr the first week or two Yif
elation In London and l'nrls. when the
capture of must of the German first
and second lino trench systems over
a wide front was announced, and the
severity of tho losses Incurred In the
attacks was not yet known, a feeling
of disappointment succeeded, which
In some quarter has changed Into
outright pessimism. The nermann.
Using their publicity department skil-
fully, us always, have spread in Eng-
land as well as among neutral coun-
tries the Impression that their front
Is unshaken and unshakable

All Are Smiling.
Let it be recorded then, first, that

there Is no pessimism at the front.
From Tommy to commander-in-chie- f
everybody Is smiling and kocps his
head up. Tho soldier at tho front
was disgusted beyond words In July
when he read the ca"Mlng about vic-

tory In his homo newspaper, for he
knew what he was up against and
knew that no victory on this front
was to be expected this summer. He
Is no less disgusted now when he
reads between the lines In the paper,
or openly slated In letters from homo,
doubts and misgivings. "It Is no
use, no use trying to make civilians
understand anything;" walled a gen-
eral In his headquarters. "They think
we've been licked, though we told
them before this show started what
we were going to do, and we're doing
It."

As is the case with all attacks, this
"big push" has failed to do all that
was hoped, parts of the Oerman
lines thnt by the original plan were
to have been taken In the first rush
are still holding out. On tho other
hand, some Oerman strongholds, such
as I'ozleres, were taken weeks before

the men In charge of tho push ex-
pected them to fall. Kvery British
officer with whom I have talked uavs
the highest compliments to the brave
soldiers of General Von Klnem, who.
It Is said here, commands the Somme
sector, despite the widespread rumor
In Iondon that Von Mackenson of
Gallclan fame Is opposing Rawllnson
and Foch. The Hermans are fight-
ing as they havo fought all through
tho war. with dogged heroism; their
bravo machine gun corps seems rnude
up of men who utterly despise death,
for they come out of their deep dug-
outs when ths storm of Iron ceases
and the British infantry advances and
spray streams of lead Into their ene-
mies until bombs blow them to pieces
or bayonets end their lives. No
higher compliment can be paid tho
German artillery than to say that it la
now better than It has ever beon be-
fore. These things are what the men
out here say It Is in London that
one hears, In comfortable clubs, on
the authority of persons highly con-
nected, but mysterious and unnamed,
that the German soldiers are starving,
surrendering in droves, killing their
officers, refusing to meet the British
bayonets.

Attack Not Failure.
I do not believe the allied attack

has failed. The Germans have suc-
ceeded in creating this Impression by
cleverly claiming at the beginning
thnt the attack was Intended to gain
certain Impossible objectives, and
then when such towns as Hapaume
and St. Cjnentln remained inviolate
loudly calling attention to tho fact
that the efforts to take them had
not succeeded efforts which, as a
matter of fact, were never made.
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When I hjicnt some tlmo on this front
several weeks before the Somme of-
fensive begun, nt a tlmo of compara-
tive quiet. I learned enough about the
preparations to form a pretty good
Idea of what the British were about
to attempt, ami since then staff or-

they

fleers have explained, with the year, or in I'M at the latest; that
their and their wonderful re- - the enormous reserves of Fngland
ltcf models in clay tho whole will turn the scale and win final

their views tho cam-- i tory over the Hermans, no matter
I'nfortunately, I am unable to how exIiaiiNled tho other allies may

quote these men at tenet h, the1 find themselves In tho closing; Ftages
oumpiitgn is not over and the minus or mi leinoic war "i amnion.
they talked about cannot all bo dis

in public ns yet.
Only Generalities.

Hut I have received permission,
I rovlded I keep to generalities, to
give the point of view of tho llritish
army regarding the present campaign,
iind to show why, so far as It has
gone. It has accomplished what was

nee

formed

of

of
of

in

expected of It, despite tho i j.aV(? sr0, tremendousgreat number of shells com ci. nation of
fired, and tho comparatively sum tn0 rear of allies' lines,
amount of ground captured. T'10 hack for miles until the zone the

sponkinrr roughly, can hardly heaviest howitzers md guns Is
be than 250.000 for British reached. It he possible de-e-

French, ns against from H,.rtjo nt length terrain, this
third to one-ha- lf that milliner ror tne nlrea.lv In ami record
Germans; based official figures for
two weeks of fighting, an estimate
that the Hrltlsh and French have
fired 1 2.000.000 shells July 1

was made by headiiuartros officer,
who thinks that tho Germans have
sent over about R, 000, 000 projectiles
In reply. The allies hive to show
rrtiirn for this terrible sea of blood
poured out and for the depletion of
tlelr shell supplies not more than
f'fty square miles of ground, Includi-
ng-.' it is true, whole trench systems
constructed with the greatest skill,
but containing not a single spot of
great strategic Importance. It Is In-

deed not to be wondered at that the
Germans have succeeded In persuad-
ing tho world thnt the allies have suf-
fered a great defeat view of these
facts.

The observer who seeks to discern
the truth about tho Somme offensive
must not keep his eyes glued on tho
scene of fighting In Ploardy. The
German trick. In discussing this bat-
tle, Is to consider It as though It stood
bv itself and hnd no relation to other
theaters of war. At British head-
quarters It Is claimed that tho attack
which began hero July 1 and still
continues has had tho following re-
sults:

It has saved Verdun, which was on
Its last legs at the end of June, and
could not havo held out much longer
had not the great drive of Rawllnson
and forced General Von Falken-hay- n

to transfer troops from tho
Mouse, to the Somme.

Helped Italians.

In

In
In

to

on In
on

In

In

It has Italians In their we know that when got ready fortho, this we were to
or 'rorizia.

which had been promised tho
harassed on t he eastern
front could not be sent them because
of the Somme attack, and. In fact,
some troops were Instead taken from
the front to the Somme. I

have talked to a prisoner who In
four months had fought nt Verdun,
before Kovel, and In I'ozleres. This
defection of their allies compelled
the Austrians to movo troops from
the Isoiuo front to stop the Austrian
drive on I.emberg, and tho chanco of
the Italians came, to be promptly
token advantage of by General a.

It has made possible the laler suc-ce.-s-

of the Russian offi nslvo In
Volhynlii and Oallela. A careful
study of the of the Russian at-

tack will make this quite clear. When
Rruslloff's break-throug- h at Lutsk
thteitonrd the whole Austro-Germa- n

position in the east, tho Germans
rushed troops to save the

railway Junction of Kovel and
commenced a counter-offenslv- o which
pressed the back for many
miles and seemed moat threatening
In the last days of June. The allied
attack on the Somme forced the
German high command to stop send-
ing troops to the east, and In recent
weeks some have even been trans-
ferred here the Kovel front.
More Important still, It compelled the

to use here the great stores
of shells and new guns which
had planned, after taking Venjun, to
move against the Russians. It Is cer-

tain that the Russians owe to tho
Somme offensive their ability to get
going again In July and Inflict heavy
defeats on tho Austrians; It Is very
probable that the Soimne offensive
prevented a German offensive In Rus-
sia which might conceivably have
hod disastrous results for the armies
of the czar.

Paved Way in Italkaiis
It has paved tho way for an allied

nttack In the Balkans. The Anclo-- i
French and Serbian armies have
moved against the Bulgarians from

base at Salonlca, and, If the
censor will allow mo to suy so, It Is
an open secret In military circles that
troop of other nations will take part
in movement. whose nrimurv
motive is perhaps the wish to influ
ence Rumania. The spectacle of the
soldiery of half . dozen nations ad-
vancing against one small, weak
power Is also expected to torrify the
Bulgarians and possibly persuade
Greece to Join the war on side
of tho entente. How Is the Somme
offensive connected with this? Be-
cause It keeps In the west German
troops whose presence was promised
In tho Balkans In case of danger, and
because the harassed Austrlans, de-
prived of German help against the
Russians, are unable to send the men
to Macedonia to help the Bulgarians
whose dispatch was promised last
winter. It hss alvvnys teen under-
stood In France that the apparent
disappearance of Field Marshal Von
Mnckensen, second only to Hlnden-bur- g

in German esteem, is explained
by his presence In Bnlknns ready
to command Teutonic allies when
the move from Salonlca begins. If
the report that he has been or will be

to the Somme Is true, the
allies In I'lcardy removed an-
other obstacle the of Sar-rall- 's

polyglot army in Balkans.
It has. finnlly and most Important

of all, depleted the German reserves
of men, trims and shells and brought
nearer the final day when, British
and French believe, the
German lines, west or east, through
deficiency of men or munitions it
matters not where or why will
creek. Then, and then only. will
come "big drive" of which the
a'lleg dream. But that will not hap-
pen this vear, and since failure
of the attacks last autumn
thrre has been no hope in French.
British or Russian headquarters
it would this year.

Will Finally Win.
So much the offensive on the

Somme has accomplished, British of-
ficers tell me. They are very modest
about it; they realize that openly,

to make the claims I have set
down would lay them open to the
charge of bragging, of depreciating
tho efforts made by their allies;
when they say these things they beg
you not to not to imagine that
they foiget. that England has done
I he smallest part of the work on
land, that the resistance of France
and Russia been beyond praise,

ami has alone nunlo It possible, for
F.ngland at least to bring her full
power into play. Hut they believe
ami let you that they believe

that the (treat strategical plan Urd
Kitchener ami General Joffre
two years and will bear trait next

nld
maps

palgn
for

cussed

stages

Having set down the great effects
produced by t ho Somme In
all the theaters of war. It would seem
puerile to examine minutely the small
territorial changes resulting on this
front from tin great clash here. I
have examined the scene of tho great.
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my impressions or mo great name
would be to describe the Indescrib-
able, to add another failure to the
long list of failures to make people
realize what things are like that are
1'iirealtzuhlo unless you have actually
been In them.

Slowly Go Forward.
Tho Rrltlsh have the German first

lire positions at Thlopvnl partly sur-
rounded and are winning a f w yards
duy ty day northwest of P zleres, so
that tho capture of Thlepval works
by this flanging movement within a
few weeks, I am told, assured. The
Germans are only holding out there
to inflict the greatest possible lose be-
fore yielding. Tho superior weight of
fire on tho allied side Is such that
the capturo of tho whole position
along the ridge running above
pczleres, through the High Wood, to
Comblea, seems assured before the
end of the summer. Hut tho reader
must realize that these details of
ground are compartlvely unimpor-
tant. Whether Com bios or I'eronne
nre taken or are not taken depends
cr. how much the allies are willing to
pay for them, how much the Ger-
mans ask.

"Tho layman who would under-
stand the iiattle of the Somme," a dis-
tinguished fficer told me, "must di-

vest lmself of tho notion that we are
trying to break the German lino and
win a decisive victory. course
we'd like to do that If wo could, but
this year it Is Impossible, and since

helped tho we
Isonzo campaign, making possible offensive, trying do
taxing uoriiiuii uoops something else
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It seems Impossible," I said, "to
get people to thick of battles other

wise than in terms of ground gained
and men and guns enptured."

Talk Is "Nonsense".
"Yes." he said, "that explulns there

claims the Germans are putting out
Hut they havi got uj stopped. I if
course they iiave. We have bitten
cut a few chunks, but we are stopped
and have been stopped for two years,
nod may remain stoil'd I won't
finish that sentence. My point Is that
tho German staff knows as well in
we do what we are trying to do, nd
that we are doing It, and that when
they tell neutrals that wo aro stopped,
that we are unable to tako ltapaume,
that our plan to break through and
turn to the north and roll tho Ger-mu- n

armies into the sea has failed,
they are talking nonsense, and know
they are talking nonsense. Tho unfor-
tunate thing Is that the nonsense does
make an Impression on people who
understand nothing of strategy or
tactics."

"Won't you tell me for the Infor-
mation of the American public." I
asked, "Just how wo shouid regard
the battle of tho Homme In order to
understand what Is going on?"

"It Is very simple," ho answered,
"so simple that people overlook the
truth In seeking complicated solu-
tions of the problem. When the Ger-
mans attacked Verdun they massed
14 divisions, Including most of their
best troops, against our front. They
figured that political pressure. tho
outcry for help from tho French,
would compel us to attack at the be-

ginning of March these HSO.OOO

ci ai k fighters, wlttl tne result that
our armies would le beaten and not
worth much for the rest of I lie year.
We were not ready then, and they
knew It. So we did not attack, but
we set ourselves at once to preparo
this attack on the Somme In con-
junction with the French.

i'rncl on l'eryone.
"vr plan, which succeeded

was to Indiico the Germans to
commit themselves as thoroughly as
possible at Verdun. It was a cruel
plan, cruelly hard on tho French
iiriny and the Fremn people, so cruel
that the Germans did not think the
French could stand it. It Involved
holding Verdun to the hist possible
moment while we prepared our great
blow we were willing to give up the
MeiiflO lino If necessary rather than
strlko prematurely but the moral ef-

fect of the loss of tho fortress would
havo been very great, and tho tacti-
cal situation over there would havo
been altered very much to our dis-
advantage If the crown prince had
succeeded. So after Fleury was lost
'n Juno and tho end seemed 111 sight,
July 1 wa set for our great attack
to miiko sure that Verdun should be
saved.

"(if course Verdun was not tho
only Issuo at stake. our offensive
here also took Into consideration the

S.

uussinn attack which succeeded so

brilliantly, and which had Wen
planned at Parts late In the winter.
The great results achieved by Itrusil-of- f

took us all. allies and enemies
alike, somewhat by surprise, and we
knew early in June, when the dan-
ger at Verdun began to grow, that
Germany was hastening things there
in order to rush m n and guns to the
east and deal a terrible counter-blo-

that should break the Russian lilies
as soon as possible after Verdun had
fallen. It was our Job to prevent
that. The date wo chose, July 1,
gave tho Germans time to transfer
some men and guns to tho east which
they had to bring back against us,
und to that extent embarrassed them
more than If they had brought them
from Verdun straight here.

Weakened (I. tier I'ronls.
"There Is one most Important point

I must make. I havo said that this
battle Is not an attempt to break
the German line. That Is true, hut
only because we know that the Ger-
mans will not allow us to break it as
long as they can help It, and we know
from many sources that they can
help it this year. Now this move of
ours was like a check In chess, which
compels the defending player to do
something to prelect his king. We
attacked, threatening if we were not
prevented to break through the tier-ma- n

lines and win tho war in one
blow. We thereby compelled the
Germans to move up enough men and
guns to make It certain that we
should not succeed In this, and the
harder we attacked the more de-
fensive effort we should compel them
to put forth, to the prejudice of their
other fronts. When a chess player,
whose ultimate object Is to check-- 1

mate his adversary, moves a piece1
against the king and compels his foe
to protect his king and in so doing
to make his position less favorable, it
Is correct for the man who attacked
to say he Is not trying to checkmate,
but Is moving only with tho object
of milking an eventual checkinato,
perhaps In the distant future. Just
so Is it correct for us to say that we
are not trying to break tho line when
wo miiko a move that would break
tho lino unless tho enemy, in his

elsewhere, defends him-
self bore. To return to the chess
game. It would not bo correct for the
1'ian whose king was attacked and
who had to weaken his position to d

his king, to claim a success be-

cause his opponent did not then get
the king. Nor can tho Germans ac-
curately claim success because we
forced them to glvo up cherished
projects and suffer defeats clso--

hero to protect their front against
us, even though wo havo not broken
through them, not yet. In chess as
In war, It Is the end of the gamu that
counts.

Tho dominant note of the bal'le of
the Somme, the thing that makes It
stand out from all other battles, even

In our we clean
Hats make Soft Hats to

Verdun, Is the volume of artillery
fire. I have already said that per-
haps 17,000,000 shells have already
been fired by both sides here over s,
front of about twenty miles. This
flguro Is difficult t.t realize. What
It means in practice is this:

Wide cf ion.
For ten miles behind the front line

trenches of cither side, in a zone
twenty mlle In depth, from beyond
Rapaume on the German side, to be-
yond (deleted by censor! on the
British, shells are sinking day and
night. A storm of Iron, literally. Is
raging over that devoted district all
tho time, turning towns ami villages
Into battered and blazing ruins. i if
course it is within the central six
miles of this twenty-mil- e area of
death that the d.-- i union is great-
est, for here the bullets and smaller
shell fly, us well us most of the big
ones.

Ne.uly all of tho l.aOil.ilOO men or so
outfitted in this battle are within the

zone, and thus liaMo to
bo hit, and yet most of them feel per-
fectly safe when they ate wilhdrawn
from the trenches. Put the great
guns on both aides regularly shell
towns and villages and road Junctions
as far behind the Inns as ten miles;
Papaume, to mention one example. Is
seven miles from the heaviest llntish
ordnance, if the reports of ai rial ub-t-

crs are corrii-t- . The same treat-
ment to a greater or less degree la
meted out to all places within range
whero troops are supposed to be
billeted. often there are no troop
there, and the only vlcllims are poor
civilians, whoso fate Is a pitiable one,
w hot her they are under fire of their
friends or their enemies.

EXCELSIOR SWINGS
The National CC
Health and tsfWt
Recreation (
fiesflrt.

Famous
Mineral
Waters prescribed by physicians.
Completely equipped tatha ex-

perienced

HOTEL SNAPP

n.vw

TTflTH FALL SEASON, AND ITS
attendant gayety almost upon us, it is

high time to think about the wardrobe To go
through it Deciding needs replacing
and which of the garments that will do nicely
after Dry-Cleanin- g.

Why not see about it now, and it over
with before the usual fall rush begins And
save the expense of buying Fall
Clothing at this time.

You may us in perfect safety the most
delicate article of wearing apparel or the
heaviest blankets, and will be returned
to you promptly looking the equal of New-Ea- ch'

piece you us receives the attention
of workmen skilled in that particular line-T- hus

you get the best efforts of Dry-Cleani- ng

Specialists all times.

314

Hat Department and block Gentle'
men's and New order.

BOHNEFELD
CLEANING AND HAT WORKS

twenty-mil- e

raJiUIMMia!''!)'

Masseurs.

THE

what

have

New

send

they

send

at

Cincinnati
Phones

1210-121- 1

Er1iiarftpr1riffflnMt hotL
t int Clans In vry reapwt.

Amvrlrtm plan, cui- -
Ins oniurpld.

Unlet, eleioint, rest
ful. Butiful tutu
rounding. Motoring.
Golfing, Dancing.
Reanonablarmte. rrce

Booklet sad Views. Addrooi
Tbe Manager.

fL - - jj JUST KORTH OF Y. M. C. A. (I J c


